In order to focus on student success, provide quality instruction, and communicate openly and honestly with students and parents, secondary teachers will publish a course syllabus each term.


2008-2009 Course Syllabus for English    Term Four
Teacher: Heather Chesman, Tess Talley, Amy Thibodeaux, Susan Williams                              E-mail: heather.chesman@biloxischools.net, toiresa.talley@biloxischools.net, amy.thibodeaux@biloxischools.net, susan.williams@biloxischools.net
Teacher’s Web Site: access Michel's homepage.  Select staff.  Scroll to teacher's name and double click.
Objectives: This is a general overview of what the teacher will teach and what the student is expected to master.  Ultimately, students must take responsibility for their own learning.
The student will use and reflect on an appropriate composing process (e.g. planning, drafting, revising, editing, publishing) to express, communicate, evaluate, or exchange ideas via narrative text, narrative poems, power point presentations, video narratives, presentations, essays, poetry. Student will apply standard English to communicate via adverbs (avoiding double negatives, comparative forms), articles, adjectives (descriptive, comparative, superlative, predicate adjectives). Student will apply standard English mechanics to edit and produce legible text. Student will spell words commonly found in seventh grade level text. Student will analyze and compose sentences containing descriptive adjectives, adverbs, prepositional phrases, appositive phrases, adjective clauses, adverb clauses and noun clauses.    Student will develop and apply expansive knowledge of words and word meanings to communicate. Student will use context clues to determine the meanings of unfamiliar or multiple meaning words. Student will analyze text to infer, justify, draw conclusions, synthesize, or evaluate information.  Student will infer the implied main idea from one or more related texts. Student will define and identify literary devices - imagery, exaggeration, dialogue, and irony (situational and verbal). Student will define and identify sound devices - rhyme, rhythm, alliteration, onomatopoeia, assonance). Student will define and identify author's purpose - to inform/describe, to entertain, and to persuade. Student will define and evaluate the author's use of facts, opinions, or tools of persuasion in written and visual texts to determine author's purpose and consider the effect of persuasive text on the intended audience. Student will evaluate the use of and distinguish between fact and opinion. Student will identify and evaluate the author's use of tools of persuasion (e.g. - name calling, endorsement, repetition, air and rebut the other side's point of view, association, etc.)  Student will define and identify evaluate the author's use of persuasion (e.g. - stereotypes, bandwagon, plain folks, tabloid thinking, shock tactics and fear, intertextual references, card stacking, slanted words, etc.)
Tests and Grades

Grading:  A=90-100  B=80-89  C=75-79  D=70-74  F=below 70  I=incomplete
Grading follows the policies of Biloxi Public Schools.  A mid-term progress report and a report card following the end of each term are issued.  The student’s current grades are available via Internet IOD. (http://iiod.ssts.com/Home.asp?state=MS)
Tests:  Spelling quizzes are usually administered on Thursdays; however, this is subject to change due to testing. Unit test dates are scheduled as student performance indicates readiness. These dates are available to students as they are posted on the board. Parents may utilize the school's IOD system for weekly scheduling or check web pages as well. Grading is weighted as follows: major tests-55%, activities (includes homework) – 25% and term exams-20%.
Retesting:  If a student chooses to retest, he/she must attend a mandatory reteaching session(s) arranged by the teacher. Retesting is to occur the following day or as arranged by the teacher. If a student is absent on the day of retesting, he/she will retest upon his/her return. Retesting will occur within one week of the original test date. The higher of the two scores will be recorded. 
Homework/Assignments/Projects: Homework is due the following day for which it was assigned.  Any assignments or projects are expected to be completed by the posted date.  Only students who were absent are provided extra time in order to complete coursework. Students have ten days to complete such work upon their return to school. Otherwise, a zero will be posted. 

The English Department’s Homework Policy is as follows – 


1st Day – 10 point deduction


2nd Day – 20 point deduction


After the 2nd day, the student will receive a grade of “60” if the assignment is turned in.  If the assignment is not submitted, the student will receive a zero.
Course Requirements: 
Students are expected to complete all assignments in the prescribed manner. Students are expected to study and to come to class prepared to work. This means that a pencil, paper, and positive attitude are required on a daily basis. Disruptions to the learning process will not be tolerated.
Important Dates:

  Midterm progress report: Apr 23   Common Term Assessment: May 27 -28   Report cards mailed 
http://www.biloxischools.net


